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PINECREST

FINDING ACOMMON BOND

A SCULPTOR DESIGNS A WORK FOR A
SYNAGOGUE THAT CONNECTS THE PAST,
PRESENT AND FUTURE

BY YOLANKNE ALMANZAR
walmangar e amHerald com

From a distance, the newly
installed sculpture appears to
be a collection of amorphbous
brown shapes. But a cloger
leok reveals Hebrew lelters
maide of metal, linked so that
when walking around ihem,
two words are apparent —
zkor and ehat.

in Hebrew, zkor means
remember, chiol means life,

The rest of the Hobrew
alphabet iz randomly
arranged, leaving it to the
viewer's imagination to envi-
sion other wornds.

Sculptor Zammy Migdal
designed the piece in remem-
brance of the Holocaust and
as a symbo| of connectedpesy
in the Jewish comrmunity.

“The sculpture ls not just
an ovbject that stands by
itself” e said “It represents
the past, present and fotone.”

Temple Beth Am, 5950
Morth Eendall Dr., commis-
sioned the work for the court-
yard between its new sanciu-
ary and its day school Migdal
said the proximity to the
school inspired him to use the
Hebrew alphabet.

“1 wanted to creato some-
thing abstract, bul meaning-
ful™ eald the liraell born art-
izt, a former Miami Beach
hotelier who lives in Coconu
Cirowve.

The sculpture's 15-fool
centerplece spells zker, and
chai is embedded in three
amaller figures that form a
semicircle around the tower.
Migdal said the sculpture’s
other letlers are designed to
intersect in random order so
that ebiervers can “create
their ovwn names or the names
af loved ones.”

Howard Wolofsky, presi-
dent of Temple Beth Am and
co-chair of its building com-
mittes, said the group imme-
diately “connected™ with
Migdal's idea for the space.

“We kmew right away
when he came up with the
concept that he was the one,”

he said.

Migdal began sketching
designs in February. Tt took
him seven months to finalixe
the intricate weaving of the
letters,

“The way the words are
bhooked to sach other repre-
sents the connection between
all Jews,” he said.

The biggest challange was
engineering an owtdoor sculp-
fure that woald withstand
Florida's hurricane seazon.
Each of the pleces is anchored
in concrete and b made of a
metal that will rust gradually.
Migdal anticipated the chang-
ing color and sssures that ihe
rueting “will notl affest the
guality or strength of the
structure.”

The sculplure is a warm
brown under the sun,
arranged in s semi-circlo thar
mimics the sanctuary wall
behind i A low stone enclo-

sure around it will be filled |

with pebbles. The letters
intertwine, forcing
olbserver to move around and
se¢ them from all angles.
“It's maore than just a Halo-
caust memoria, s an inter-

active exhibit” said Walof-

eky.

Migdal smid that art is
something that has always
been "within®™ him. An art sal-
tector, Migdal is a source for
iriends to go to for advice.
While he was the general

manager and a partner of the

Indian Creck Hotel in Miami
Beach, be took painting and
drawing classes, In 2001, he
began metal sculpting classes
at the South Florida Arts Cen-
ter. That's when he became
fascinated with the medium.

“I ke the ides of taking an
old piece of metal in a junk-
yard and giving il a chamncs af
another life” he sald

Since the hotel was sold
about three years ago, he haa
dedicated himseli to hiz art
full-time, showing in Miami-
Dade, Browsrd and Palm
Beach counties.

Migdal, who served In the

lhr.l

MITCHILL TACHAMASIAL PORD

RELIGIOUS BOND: Sculptor Zammy Migdal's work comprises Hebrew letters that
include the word Chai, symbolizing life,

[srael Defense Forces, said
that creating the sculpture
wis an “emolional propect”
that brought him “back to kis
roaote”

He believes the sculpture
will b= an edueational toal for
children to learn about the

Hebrew language, history and

culture.

The temple’s day school
integrates Judaic teschings
into preschool through fifth-
grade education

The invitation-only inan-
gural event for the sculpture,
sanctuary and other new con-
struction at Templs Beth Am

urjlj'b-e?p.ru. Aung. 3.

“What be accomplished is
sormething that will requhe
thought and introspection,”
Waolefsky said of Migdal. =I¥'s

a dynamic piece and that's
why I think it will stand the
test of ime"
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